Of the approximately 120 aphid species in New Zealand only about 12 are indigenous. In recent years, there has been increased scientific interest in these native insects for three main reasons. Firstly the impacts of introduced biological control agents on the indigenous fauna are being investigated. Secondly, factors leading to the rarity of these and other organisms are being explored. The third reason is to elucidate the evolution and biogeography of aphids in a global context. Consequently, intensified field surveys have been undertaken and the existence of at least six new native species has been confirmed or discovered in the last six years. There is also evidence for the existence of several other species. The New Zealand native aphid fauna now includes Aphis coprosmae, A. cottieri, A. healyi, A. nelsonensis 
